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MEAT  PRODUCTION  IN  I95O 

Meat  oatpat  in  the  principal  livestock  countries  of  the  world,  exclusive 
of  the  Far  East,  is  estimated  "by  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations 
to  have  approached  72.5  Trillion  pounds  during  13^0,     This  is  an  increase  of 
5  percent  or  ^.6  billion  pounds  above  the  revised  19^9  estimate  of  68.9  billion 
pounds.     The  195^  production  is  believed  to  be  the  largest  on  record  and 
exceeds  the  193^~32  prewar  average  by  about  6  percent.     An  outstanding  increase 
in  pork  output  plus  a  moderate  rise"  in  beef  production  more  than  offset  the 
decrease  in  lamb  and  muttono     The  decline  in  lamb  and  mutton  is  attributed  in 
part  to  the  retention  of  sheep  for  wool  purposes. 

World  meat  production  continued  the  upward  trend  in  1950  following  3  gen~ 
erally  favorable  seasons  for  forage  and  feed  supplies,     Strdng  demand  for  meat  , 
was  reflected  by  good  prices  in  19^8,  19^9  a-^d.  195^  which  encouraged  livestock 
producers  in  important  areas  to  expand  breeding  programs  and  feeding  schedules. 

MEAT  l/j     Summary  of  world  .production,  1950»  ^'fith  comparisons 


Continent  or  Area  ; 

Average 
193^-38 

:  19^9 

Preliminary. 

■  1950 

Increase  (/)  or 
decrease  (-) 

1950 

1950 

I934-3S 

:  19^9 

North  America  2/ 

Europe 

Soviet  Union 

Middle  East  6/ 

South  America 

Union  of  South  Africa 

Oceania 

Total  7/ 

Million 
pounds 

.  Million 
:  pounds 

Million 
•  pounds 

Percent 

■  /37 
-11 

/21 

/  8  . 

Pe rcent 

: 

'  -  3 
- 1 

- 1 

18,600 
28,800 

H  7.292 

;  1,U00 
8,300 

671 
3,200 

:  25,100 
:3/  21,500 
5/ 

:  5/ 
:  10,300 

95^ 

:  3,500 

:  25,600 
■1/  2l+,300 

'  5/ 
10,000 

9^7 

:  3.500 

.  68,300 

•  68,900 

:  72,500 

/  6 

•   /  5 

1/  Carcass  meat-excludes  offal,  lard,  rabbit  and  poultry  meato     2/  Includes  ' 
United  States,  Canada,  Mexico  and  Cuba,.    ^.Z  ^'^'^  strictly  comparable  with  prewar, 
due  to  territorial  changes,  U/  Prev;ar  territory.     5/  Estimates  included  in  the 
total.  Gj  Includes  Egypt,  TuFkey,  Iraq  and  Iran,  jj  Total  includes  kl  countries, 
which  in  193^  produced  66.3  billion  pounds  of  meat  out  of  an  estimated  total 
70  billion  pounds  for  67  countries,  excluding  China. 
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Output  on         continents  except  South  America  and  Oceania  was  increased  in 
1950,  or  maintained  at  the  level  of  the  previous  year.     The  largest  gains  were 
reported  for  Europe  and  the  Soviet  Union  with  minor  increases  registered  in 
North  America  and  the  Middle  Sasto    Despite  substantial  increases  in  Europe 
and  the. Soviet  Union,  meat  output  was  still  below  prewar  levels  in  these  areas. 

Because  of  larger  livestock  populations  on  farms  and  ranches  the  outlook 
appears  favorable  for  a  continued  rise  in  world  meat  production.     This,  of 
course,  will  be  contingent  upon  the  extent  to  which  livestock  holdings  might 
have  to  be  reduced  or  could  be  increased  in  keeping  with  the  available  feed 
supply.    Nevertheless,  based  on  current  information  it  is  likely  that  the 
1950  production  level  will  be  surpassed  in  1951- 

imn  PRODUCTION  ON  A  COUNTRY  BASIS 

NORTH  AMERICA    •    ,  '  ,  . 

Meat  output  in  the  United  States  during  195^  amounted  to  over  22.2  billion 
pounds,  a  2  percent  increase  when  compared  with  21*7  billion  reported  for  19^9' 
Production  of  pork  and  beef  increased,  but  veal,  mutton  and  lamb  fell  off. 
The  rise  in  pork  and  beef  x-jas  generally  associated  with  good  prices  and  a 
favorable  feed  supoly  for  the  past  few  years  which  encouraged  breeding  programs. 
The  decline  in  sheep  slaughter  was  attributed  in  part  to  the  greatly  improved 
position  of  sheep  production  versus  other  farm  enterprises  as  regards  returns 
from  wool.     Sheep  were  withheld  for  flock  expansion  in  13^0, 

Total  meat  production  in  1951  is  expected  to  be  around  5  percent  larger 
than  during  195*-*         "the  largest  since  19^7  when  production  was  increased  by 
reason  of  considerable  liquidation  of  cattle  and  sheep.     Most  of  the  increase 
in  meat  output  is  expected  to  be  in  pork,  but  a  moderate  increase  in  beef  is 
also  likelyo 

•  Output  of  meat  in  Canada  during  195^  continued  to  decline  and  dropped 
from  1,9^5  million  pounds  in  19U9  to  l,9l6  million  in  1950.    An  important 
increase  in  pork  production  did  not  offset  declines  in  beef,  mutton  and 
lamb*     Total  production,  however,  is  still  substantially  above  the  1935~39 
prev/ar  averages  ■  • 

Good  prices  in  the  United  States  continued  to  provide  an  attractive 
market  for  Canadian  cattle.     Live  cattle  exports  to  the  United  States  were 
6  percent  above  the  preceding  year  and  were  considerably  larger  than  during 
prewar  years.     The  importance  of  the  U.  So  market  for  Canadian  cattle  and 
beef  can  be  illustrated  by  the  fact  that  exports  were  about  3O  percent  of 
total  marketings. 

Meat  outturn  in  Mexico  during  195^  was  slightly  less  than  I9^9i  but  is 
still  substantially  above  prewaro     The  outlook  for  1951  is  unfavorable  in  the 
northern  and  central  cattle  raising  districts  because  of  the  severe  drought 
suffered  during  the  fall  and  winter  of  195O-5I.     There  is  believed  to  have 
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"been  an  increase 'in  commercial  slau^'hter  at  municipal  slaughterhouses  in  195^ 
as  compared  with  19^9*     This  increase,  however,  more  than  compensated  for  a  , 
decrease  in  the  slaughter  of  cattle  at  Mexico  City  for  foot-and-mouth  disease 
vaccine  production  and  a  decline  in  the  cattle  killed  at  northern  Mexican 
meat  packing  plants.    Production  in  Cuha  in  195^  ^a^s  placed  at  kll  million 
pounds,  a  slight  drop  from  UlU  million  in  19^9*    Cuban  output  is  ahout  33  per- 
cent ahove  prewar^ 

EUROPE ; 

Outstanding  increases  in  pork  and  "beef  were,  reported  for  Europe  during 
1950*  Although  total  European  meat  outturn  was  around  I3  percent  ahove  19^9» 
it    was  still  substantially  below  the  prewar  level.     The  expanding  of  livestock 

s  humbers  during  19^8  and  19^9  Made  possible  the  increased  slaughter  in  19^0. 

Feed  lira s  adequate  during  the  past  few  years,  but  a  general  tightening  of 
forage  and  feed  supplies  in  many  important  livestock  countries  durifig  195^  ^7 

,  curtail  further  herd  expansion  and  force  marketing  of  stocks 

Prance,  Germany  and  the  United  Kingdom  are  principal  producers  of  meat 
in  Europe.    French  meat  production  increased  only  1  percent  during  195^9 
amounting  to  ^,310  million  pounds.     Output  is  now  7  percent  above  prewar. 
An  increase  in  pork  more  than  compensated  for  a  decline  in  beef  and  veal. 
Mutton  and  lamb  were  maintained  on  a  par  with  19^9"    Present  indications  are 
for  an  increase  in  beef  in  1951»    Cattle  numbers  are  increasing  slightly, 
apparently  as  the  result  of  farmers  withholding  stock  as  well  as  from  increases 
in  foundation  herds,    Veal  production  will  probably  remain  constant  because  of 
high  prices  paid  for  milk.    Mutton  and  lamb  are  also  expected  to  show  little 
change. 

Meat  outturn  in  Western  Germany  increased  substantially  during  195^  and 
is  now  13  percent  below  the  prewar  level.     Gains  were  largely  associated  with 
extensive  breeding  and  feeding  programs,,    Production  is  estimated  at  3,596 
million  pounds  with  a  major  increase  reported  for  pork.    Although  hog  numbers 
continued  to  rise  in  1950»  commercial  slaughter  did  not  increase  correspondingly^ 
Therefore,  an  expansion  of  the:  kill  from  present  hog  stocks,  may  be  expected 
during  the  summer  and  fall  of  1951»    The  important  gain  in  beef  and  veal  out- 
put during  195^  was  attributed  in  part  to  the  better  feeding  conditions  as 
compared  with  19^9  which  resulted  in  some  rise  in  the  slaughter  weights  for 
cattle  and  calves.  .  ■  ■ 

Meat  production  in  the  United  Kingdom  rose  sharply  in  13^0,     In  line 
vrith  the  enlargement  of  cattle  numbers,  slaughter  for  beef  in  Great  Britian 
from  home-fed  stock  increased  from  I.5  million  head  in  19^9  to  1.9  million 
^  in  1950.     In  addition,  British  imports  of  fat  cattle  from  Ireland  (Eire)  have 

been  increasing  partly    at  the  expense  of  feeders  which  have  declined. 
Domestic  beef  and  veal  output  in  the  United  Kingdom,  including  production  in 
northern  Ireland,  amounted  to  l,Ul9  million  pounds  in  1950  compared  with 
1,1S3  million  in  19^9»    Pork  output  increased  from  600  million  pounds  to 
878  million    and  mutton  and  lamb  from  31U  million  to  33U  million  pounds. 
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Based  upon  the  foregoing,  total  meat  production  reached  2,631  million  pounds 
compared  with  2,097  million  in  19^^9»  This  is  a  25  percent  increase,  but  the 
United  Kingdom  remains  somewhat  below  prewar* 

The  supT)ly  of  animal  feeds  in  the  last  few  years  has  improved  compared 
with  the  war  and  immediate. postwar  period,  and  has  allowed  for  a  considerable 
recoupment  of  the  wartime  reduction  in  livestock  numbers.     The  better  feed 
situation,  together  with  expanded  breeding  schedules,  has  made  available  a 
greater  supoly  of  meat© 

Ireland  (Eire),  an  inportant  supplier  of  live  cattle-  and  meat  to  Great 
Britian  and  Europe,  increased  meat  outturn  by  5  percent.    A  larger  domestic 
gain  in  meat  output  was  deterred  by  a  6  percent  increase  in  live  cattle  . 
exports  during  1950.    Pig  production,  which  appeared  promising  at  the  beginning 
of  1950,  received  a  severe  setback  when  attempts  to  negotiate  satisfactory 
bacon  price  scales  with  Britian  failed^ 

In  Denmark,  meat  production  increased  substantially  in  195^         is  now 
slightly  above  prewaro    Beef  and  veal  output  was  raised  by  3O  percent  and 
pork  by  28,    The  generally  favorable  growing  and  feeding  conditions  of  the 
past  fe^-r  years  allowed  a  ^^reater  livestock  population  and  a  larger  slaughter. 
Based  upon  the  expected  supiDly  of  domestic  and  imported  feeds,  production  of 
livestock  should  be  about  the  same  in  1951 • 

DENI'L'iEiC:    Estimated  meat  production  (carcas-s  weight)  in  195^* 

v/ith  comparisons 


Classification 


Ave  rage 
1935-39 


19^7 


19^8 


19U9 


1950  1/ 


Beef  and  veal  2/ 
Pork  (excluding  Tard)  2_/ 
Mutton  and  lamb 
Horse 


Total  meat 


Million 
pounds 

361 

725 

8 

11 


Million 
pounds 

Ull 

8 
20 


Million 
pounds 

2U0 

379 
b 

32 


Million 

T)0unds 

■  266 
587 
U 

36 


Million 
pounds 

3U6 
750 

u 

20 


1,105 


886 


657 


893 


1,120 


!_/  Preliminary. 

2/  Includes  Carcass  meat  equivalent  of  live  animals  ex]oortad. 


Compiled  from  official  sources, 
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Meat  output  in  Belgium  vras  up-  10  percent  in  195^         is  now  around  the 
193^-32  level.     The  greatest  gains  were  made  in  pork.    Livestock  numbers  in 
Belgium  have  now  reached  the  point  where  domestic  production  should  he  able 
to  meet  consumption  requirements  if  adequate  supplies  of  feed  and  fodder  can 
be  made  available. 

The  Netherlands '  meat  production  rose  sharply  in  195^         is  slightly 
above  the  prewar  level.     The  lar^^er  beef  output  was  connected  with  governmental 
pressure  on  farmers  to  market  heavy  cattle  in  view  of  the  rising  cost  and 
difficulties  in  acquiring  domestic  and  especially  imported  feeds.  Sizable 
increases  were  also  reported  for, pork, 

Italian  meat  production  in  195^  is  estimated  to  have  increased  3  percent 
over  the  previous  year  and  has  almost  reached  the  prewar  level.  Increases 
in  beef,  veal,  mutton  and  lamb  more  than  compensated-  for  a  decline  in  pork. 
A  decrease  in  hog  breeding  because  of  unsatisfactory  prices  in  19^9  reduced 
^  possibilities  for  increasing,  or  even  maintaining,  pork  outturn  during  195^' 

In  Greece,  slaughter  of  livestock  for  meat  in  195^  declined  k  percent 
as  compared  with  the  previous  yearo     The  drop,  noted  also  in  19^9  as  compared 
with  19^S,  can  be  attributed  to  improved  internal  security  conditions  in 
remote  areas  which  allowed  farmers  to  increase  their  herds  and  flocks.  While 
the  output  of  beef,  veal,  mutton  and  lamb  is  considerably  below  prewar,  pork 
is  equal  to  the  1936-3^  average.    Switzerland  raised  meat  production  9  percent 
in  1950  3-^^  is  only  3  percent  below  , prewar.     The  trend  is  now  towards  a 
gradual  increase  in  domestic  production  at  the  expense  of  imports.  Output 
of  beef  in  1951  is  expected  to  be  maintained;  however,  a  decline  in  pork 
is  likely,  .  ,,    ,  >, 

SOVIET  UKIOIT  AI^  BASTEKIT  SUROP.jAIT  COUNTRIES ; 

Generally  favorable  jjasture  conditions  during  the  past  few  years, 
together  v/ith  extensive  breeding  programs,  have  increased  livestock  numbers 
in  the  Soviet  Union,     Reliable  estimates  are  unavailable;  however, . the 
larger  number  of  livestock  on  farms  suggests  that  increases  in  meat  production 
have  occurred.    Nevertheless,  current  meat  output  is  believed  to  be  consider- 
ably below  Russian  production  goals  as  well  as  prewar  levels. 

The  countries  in  Eastern  Europe  have  reportedly  augmented  meat  production, 
but  are  still  below  prewaro     Evaluation  of  output  in  countries  v/ithin  the 

;^  Soviet  orbit  Is  difficult  because  of  lack  of  statistical  data.  However, 

based  upon  available  reports,  most  countries  in  Southeastern  Europe  were 
forced  to  market  livestock  in  195^  because  of  severe  drought  conditions. 

^  Accordingly,  althout;^.  the  finish  of  most  stock  was  poor,  increased  marketings 

undoubtedly  raised  the  level  of  meat  production, 

ASIA  AND  AmCA; 

The  meat  output  in  the  Middle  East  and  Africa  remained  near  the  19^9  level. 
The  Union  of  South  Africa  reversed  a  rising  postwar  trend  in  195^  when  slaugh- 
ter and  production  drop-oed  slightly.     In  many  African  and  Asiatic  countries, 
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however,  the  livestock  population  figures  are  apt  to  present  a  distorted 
Tjicture  of  the  meat  production  'because  of  the  unwillingness  of  natives  to 
market  cattle  and  frequency'-  of  disease, 

SCUTF  AI':ERICA: 

Meat  production  in  Argentina  dropped  in  1950»    Better  pasture  conditions 
during  the  latter  portion  of  195^  encouraged  producers  to  curtail  marketings  and 
rebuild  drought-damaged  herds,    A  reduced  slaughter  was  also  partly  associated 
T^ith  the  absence  of  the  Br-ltish  market  outlet*     Many  cattlemen  withheld  cattle 
from  market  to  await  clarification  of  the  price  situation^    Prospects  for  an 
increased  kill  in  1951  ^'-^^  i^o^^  favorable  with  the  improved  grazing  conditions 
and  the  recent  signing  of  the  Anglo-Argentine  trade  agreement.     The  agreement 
calls  for  lifting  of  around  200,000  long  tons  {kkE  million  pounds)  of  refrig- 
erated meat  and  around  30,000  tons  (6?  million  pounds)  of  canned  meat  by  the 
United  Kingdom. 


ARGSITTIM:  Estimated  meat  production  (carcass  weight) 

in  IS^O,  vrith  comparison 


Classification 

Average 

193^-3 8 

19^7 

:  iSkS 

19^9 

:    1950  1/ 

Million  : 
.pounds 

Killion  . 
:  pounds 

Million  ■ 
:  pounds 

Million  : 
-  pounds 

Million 
'  pounds 

Beef  and  veal 

Pork  (excluding  lard)  2/ 

Mutton  and  lamb  ~ 

!  3.6U5 
225 
370 

:  U,500 

:  220 
:  685 

=  4,350 

265 
5U0 

k,k30 
!  3U0 
U6O 

^,300 
300 
330 

Total 

U,240 

5,1|05 

5.155 

5,290  . 

U,930 

1/  Preliminary, 
2/  Excludes  farm  production  of  pork. 


Compiled  from  official  sources  and  other  information. 


In  Uruguay.  m.eat  output  during  195O  amounted  to  S35  million  pounds  as 
compared  with  8U5  million  the  previous  year.     Because  of  the  proximity  of 
Uruguay  to  Argentina  and  the  uniformity  of  their  respective  pastoral  economies, 
both  countries  have  been  affected  by  similar  economic  and  me teorol^^^cal 
influences  in  past  j^sars.     In  1950,  however,  a  deviation  from  this  pattern 
occurred.     Sheep  numbers, in  Uruguay  increased  markedly  at  the  exroense  of 
cattle  resulting  in  a  dr-^p    in  the  sheep  kill  with  a  corresponding  increase 
in  beef  output. 
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OCEAHIA: 

Australia  reversed  a  rising  trend  in  meat  production  during  195^  when 
total  output  declin:rd  k  percent  from  the  19^9  levelc     The  much  more  rapid  and 
siza'ble  increase  in  the  price  for  v/ool  than  for  lamb  and  mutton  during  the 
past  year  has  placed  a  prenium  on  wool  growing  rather  than  on  lamh  production. 
Sheep  producers,  reacting  to  strong  wool  prices  in  1950*  reduced  the  mutton 
and  lamb  outturn  from  825  million  pounds  in  19^9  to  685  million,  a  17  percent 
drop.     Beef  production  increased,  but  pork  declined. 

The  increased  production  of  beef  cattle  during  195^  generally 
connected  with  very  favorable  pasture  conditions  and  the  desire  to  stock  more 
heavily  in  order  to  take  advantage  of  the  feed. 


AUSTRALJA;    Sstimated  meat  production  (carcass  weight)  in  1950. 

with  comparison. 


Classification 

Average 

1936-37 
.  1938-39 

'  19U7 

19^9 

1950  1/ 

Million  : 
pounds 

Million  ; 
pounds 

Million  ; 
pounds 

Million  : 
pounds 

Million 
pounds 

Beef  and  veal 

Pork  (excluding  lard) 

Mutton  and  lamb 

1,275 
211 

716 

.  1,1^5 

:  208 
678 

.  1,290 
;  20U 

:  1,330 
:  190 
825 

1,390 

173 
685 

'      Total  meat 

2,202 

2,031 

2.137 

2.3U5 

2,2U8 

l/Prelininary 


Compiled  from  official  sources, 

la  oontraat    with  Australia,  ITew  Zealand  increased  neat  production 
in  1950  by  k  percent.     Total  output  is  now  22  percent  above  -oreivar.  The 
abundance  of  pasture  and  some  holding  back  of  stock  during  19'-l-9  r)rovided  for 
an  increase  in  meat  output  in  1950.     High  wool  prices  have  altered  marketing 
schedules  and  have  encouraged  producers  to  retain  a  greater  number  of  sheep. 
Therefore,  mutton  and  lamb  production  may  show  a  decline  in  1951. 
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